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_____A Letter from the Auditor 

Hello and welcome back to 
college, hope you all had a good 
winter break. 
          ²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ 
already. Loads of movies, 
documentaries, guest speakers 
(incl. Janet Farrar), and copious 
amounts of coffee. 
          And now we take it one step further by opening our very own library. 
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŜǊŜ όǊŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оύΦ 
          !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ supped-up the website. 
          If you have any questions or want to contact us just send us a message 
at our now email address ucdpagan@gmail.com 
          Hope you enjoy the rest of the year, 

  

Ryan Gannon 
Auditor UCD PaganSoc 
auditor.ucdpagansoc@gmail.com 



_____Feature: The Committee  

Introducing the Committee of 2007-2008; 

 
 

Auditor - Ryan Gannon 
Iƛ LΩƳ wȅŀƴΣ LΩƳ нм ŀƴŘ ŀ оǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ LΩƳ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ 
²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ όL ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ƴƻǿύΣ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ twh όL 
ŘƛŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎύ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ of Paths. 
 
I came to Paganism by Wicca at the age of 12 and am also into 
ŘƛǾƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ aƻǎǘƭȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƳŜ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
ŎƘŀǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
but well organized. If you have any questions just email. 
 
Email:auditor.ucdpagansoc@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Treasurer - Conor Fleming 
Conor is a final year chemistry student and noted as an oracle 
of random information. He is happiest when drinking tea, 
waxing his cat or talking about goats. 
 
Conor likes cats in a sweet plum sauce. Sacrifice the Gingers! 
 

 

Librarian - Lisa McCarthy 
Iƛ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ LΩƳ [ƛǎŀΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΦ LΩƳ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ 
{ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ LΩƳ нл ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ ōƻƻƪǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 
at this stage, they are threatening to band together to 
overthrow me as ruler of my apartment. 
I first became attracted to paganism when I was 15. I read a 
series of books by Cate Tiernan. Whilst she takes the concept 
of Wicca and runs wildly with it, the books gave me a chance 
ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΦ LΩƳ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ in herba, 
healingling, and Goddess and God lore. 

 

  



Feature: The New Library _____ 
 

Yes after 3 and a half years PaganSoc finally has its very own library. 

What will be in it? 

The library will have a broad selection of books from as many denomination 

and paths as possible as well as psychological and comparative texts. 

Where is the Library? 

This year the library is based in the Science Building Hub. This location may 

change next year as the Science Building will be undergoing renovation. 

²ƘƻΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΚ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ƛǎ Lisa McCarthy. (Find out more about the committee at 

http://pagansoc.com/society-information/committee) 

When is it opening? 

The Library will officially be open from January 28th. 

How do I rent a book? 

Go to http://pagansoc.com/library and follow the online instructions. 

The following is some recommendation for books we have and hope soon to 

get by our own Lisa McCarthy. 

  



_____Feature: The New Library  

The Witches God by Janet and Stewart Farrar 

This book is one of my favourites. It is written by two of the best authors on 

Wicca and witchcraft. This book is broken up into three parts. The first is 

about the God and his many different guises throughout history and through 

different cultures. The second is a detailed look at 12 gods such as Shiva, Zeus 

and Herne. The final part is like a dictionary of about 1000 different gods. An 

excellent read. 

The Witches Goddess by Janet and Stewart Farrar 

This book follows closely the format of the previous one.  The book is broken 

up into the same three components as the first. Another fantastic book. Not 

only does it give brilliant information of a variety of Goddesses , it also gives 

rituals on how to honour them. Whilst many are set within a coven setting, 

they could easily be adapted for solitary use. 

Celtic Goddesses by Miranda Green 

Whilst not specifically a pagan text, it is certainly a worthwhile read. It gives 

great information on Celtic goddesses from the Celtic world, focusing a lot on 

Wales and Ireland. The book deals with women in Celtic society and how she 

was reflected in the divine. The Goddess is discussed in many of her guises 

such as healers, mother, war goddess and keeper of the land. This book relies 

on archaeological evidence and it shows lots of pictures of artefacts  found in 

the present areas of the ancient Celtic World. 

Wicca: A Guide for the Solitary Practitioner by Scott Cunningham  

A classic wiccan text. This book is a beginners book but what a beginners 

book! It covers all the basics really well and the language is simple and 

accessible. Many beginners books  condemn the person just for seeking 

ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ .ǳǘ {Ŏƻǘǘ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

one of them. Those new to Wicca should definitely check this one out. 



Feature: The New Library _____ 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ά¢ƘŜ wŜŀƭ ²ƛǘŎƘŜǎ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪέ ōȅ YŀǘŜ 

West.  

The Inner Temple of Witchcraft by Christopher Penczak 

This book is not a guide to the festivals , ritual or other wiccan staples. This 

ōƻƻƪΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ άǿƛǘŎƘŎǊŀŦǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜΣ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άȅŜŀǊ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ Řŀȅέ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛŎŎŀƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜΣ ǎƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 

and they build upon the previous ones. The first ones are basic, but so 

important: raising, feeling and grounding energy. The later exercises include 

healing and past life exploration. This book is really detailed and easy to 

understand.  

Spiral Dance by Starhawk 

Another classic pagan book. This book, whilst being 20 odd years old, is still as 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  мфтлΩǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ 

was written in the feminist emergence era in the US. Whilst it is woman 

centred, it is an amaȊƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǘŎƘŎǊŀŦǘ 

and how it changed her life. It is a beautifully written book which is definitely 

one to read! 

  



_____ Review: Irish Witchcraft from an Irish Witch by Lora O Brien  

This book is unique in many ways. There are many books on the market at the 

moment that cater for the Celtic Wicca niche of Paganism. This book is not 

one of them. This book is about Irish folklore and Irish witchcraft. It is one 

ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ Craft, which is embedded in the land around us.  

The book is broken up into many different sections. These include basic 

introductions to the Irish Gods and Goddesses, the history of Witchcraft in 

Ireland and how it differs from the rest of the Western World. O Brien looks 

at the traditional Wheel of the Year of Wicca and how it compares with the 

LǊƛǎƘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎΦ {ƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ŀƴ LǊƛǎƘ ²ƛǘŎƘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭǎ 

that she or he experience along the way, in an Irish context.  

This book is not a manual of witchcraft. It has no set rituals or spells. It is a 

very personal account of a woman who lives her life surrounded by her craft. I 

found that I could relate to a lot of the material. She speaks of how difficult it 

can be to be a witch in a post modern Catholic Ireland. But she also speaks of 

how traditional beliefs are still alive in rural Ireland and the witch is not 

always the model of evil that is perceived by the rest of Europe.  

Irish witchcraft from an Irish Witch is a book that is personal, informative, 

beautifully written and defiantly one for your shelf! 

By Lisa McCarthy  

  



Guest Writer: Spring on the doorstep _____ 

Imbolg, Candlemas, Groundhog Day, Oimlec, Brighid's Day, Bride Day, Lá 
Fhéile Bríd, St Bride's Day, St. Blaze Festival, Lupercalia, Seolall, Lichun, 
Yuanxo. There are many festivals in cultures across the globe that celebrate 
early February or the lunar equivalent.  
From Candlemas in Scotland to Lichun or Lantern Festival in China, a common 
theme runs through. The common theme is that of light, fire and renewal.  
Here in Ireland, pagan or otherwise, Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ .ǊƛƎƛŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
or Lá Fhéile Bríd. Neopagans may call it Imbolg or they may call it Candlemas 
or Oimlec. But whatever it is called by, it still carries strong historical cultural 
resonance here in Ireland. 
There are a huge number of both cultural and religious traditions that survive 
today, some of which have become almost secular in their application to the 
Goddess or Saint called Brigid equally or without the subjugation of saint or 
Goddess, being known simply as Brigid. Brigid crosses, brát Bríd, Bridie beds; 
some are custom, some are cultural and some are mere habits, or so it seems, 
such as the dreaded Spring-cleaning.  
The idea of spring-cleaning some would say comes from the rite of 
purification of Brigid, very apt for a goddess of so many wells. Some homes 
and families had maintained this tradition up until the latter half of the 
twentieth century and today some are actively engaged in reviving such 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŎǊǳōōŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ .ǊƛƎƛŘΩǎ ŜǾŜΤ ǘƘŜ 
men were sent out into the fields; the women worked into the night and at 
the first dawn the men would return with the first cut of reeds or rushes from 
the fields. These were handed ceremoniously into the house across the 
threshold, and scattered, woven into the Bríd cross, or a corn dolly to be 
placed in the bridie bed, depending on the areas local tradition. 
Water from a holy well, preferably one dedicated to Bríd or later blessed holy 
water from the parish church, was sprinkled in every corner of the room and 
every surface washed, clearing out the bad air and stuffiness of the winter. 
Out in the fields and over the livestock the men sprinkled the water also, to 
bless the animals and crops. This was occasionally taken on by a parish priest 
and is occasionally still done in modern catholic churches where family pets 
will be blessed.  
The youngest woman in the house, or the most recent mother, would go the 

ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀǿƴ ŘŜŜǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ άŎŀƭƭέ .Ǌíd into the house. The format in 

which she was called was varied widely but contained certain elements  



_____Guest Writer: Spring on the doorstep 

common to all. There was little reference to Saint, only to Brigid, an 
interesting ambiguity and also the main idea was to invite, call and cajole her 
into the dwelling, in order to protect against fire, poverty and sickness. A 

sample call might go ΓAs Day breaks, Brigid enters, and ills depart. Brigid 

come into our homes, and bless our hearths.Δ Whereupon the cross would 
be affixed above the hearth fire in the kitchen. Modern households to this 
day still affix the cross above the cooker in the kitchen to guard against fire, 
or above the main door or the threshold. If a dollie was made for a Bride Bed 
with a brideog doll inside it would be tended to, adorned, honoured and 
revered and may even be taken on a procession the following day. A piece of 
cloth called a Brát Bríd is a  piece of cloth that would be placed outside the 
house on the doorstep overnight when it was said that Bríd would bless it 
with the morning dew as she walked across the land. It would be used to help 
insure safe childbirth and to cure sterility by placing it over the patient and 
asking for Brigit's help. It was once fairly standard equipment for country 
midwives in Ireland. In addition to being used for human mothers during 
childbirth it was also spread across the back of birthing cows to ensure the 
health of the calves and an abundant supply of milk.  
Much of the traditions surrounding Imbolg are held sacred both to Christians 
and Pagan's alike. Much of the traditions have heavy associations with the 
threshold of the home. Symbolically, a threshold marks the boundary 
between a household and the outer world, and hence between belonging and 
not-belonging, and between safety and danger, between this world and 
other-worlds. Guarding the doorway is an important aspect of magical house 
protection, which often involves and centres on the threshold. The threshold 
or doorstep has long been considered sacred and special in Irish folk customs 
and traditions. 
So what is on your doorstep? 
Many neo-pagans enjoy spending time in what might be termed 'sacred 

places' or 'sacred sites'. Often the most instinctual sacred places are within 

the home. But what of the wealth of sacred sites of the historical and 

archaeology bent? Often city dwellers may assume that such places are out of 

their reach. You would be wrong. There are a plethora of archaeological sites 

in the greater Dublin area, some of which are under the nose of even the 

most knowledgeable Dub. In fact, there are over 140 archaeological sites   



Guest Writer: Spring on the doorstep _____ 

in the greater Dublin Area ranging from portal dolmens to stone circles to 
standing stones and stone alignments, to cairns, passage tombs and even 
chambered cairns. 
There are three stone circles, The best is Glassamucky Brakes a few km's out 
from Ballyboden in Tallaght off stocking lane. The other two are also in the 
general vacinity of Tallaght, one is Belgard Deerpark off botharnabreena 
Road. The Third stone circle in the Dublin area is Knockanvinidee near 
lugmore hill. 
Other selected sites range from the super accessible, such as the dolmen in a 
Ballybrack housing estate, to the isolated such as Glendruid Dolmen in 
Cabinteely.  
So what is on your doorstep and how sacred is your threshold? Springtime is 
the time to find out! 
If you are interested in exploring what is out in the wilds of Dublin and it's 
environs, check out megalithomania.com This is an excellent site with 
directions, descriptions and hints and tips to find most of the archaeological 
sites in Ireland! The Author of the site, Tom Fourwinds, also published a book 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άaƻƴǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 5ǳōƭƛƴέ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ Ŧƛƭƭ ŀ 
few years worth of Sunday outings! 
A nice site regarding neo-pagan takes on Irish pagan tales is 
mythicalireland.com It has an reference to a number of sites but also has 
sections of myth and legend that are reasonably well researched which 
includes information on Bríd. There is a lot of information out there for 
anyone wanting to look hard enough for it, but there is also a lot of poorly 
researched new-age contortions. 
 
Every year in Kildare Town, the Solas Bríd Festival is held. This involves 
workshops, lectures and best of all, the well walk ritual. This is the most 
beautiful public pagan friendly event I have ever been to (and I have been to 
festivals in the US!) It is entirely secular so is something that can be shared 
with non-pagan family or friends. Check out the website for more information 
www.solasbhride.ie 
  



_____Guest Writer: Spring on the doorstep 

Gabhaim molta Bríde 
Ionmhain í le hÉirinn 
Ionmhain le gach tír í 
Molaimis go léir í 
Lóchrann geal na Laighneach 
AΩsoilsiú feadh na tíre 
Cean ar óghaibh Éireann 
Ceann na mban ar míne 
Tig an geimhreadh dian dubh 
AΩgearradh lena ghéire 
Ach ar Lá Ψle Bríde 
Gar dúinn earrach Éireann 

I praise (or pay homage to) Brigid 
Beloved in Ireland  
Beloved in all countries 
Let us all praise her 
The bright torch of Leinster 
Shining throughout the country 
The pride of Irish youth 
The pride of our gentle women 
The house of winter is very dark 
Cutting with its sharpness 
But on Saint Brigid's Day Spring is near to 
Ireland 
 

 
Thig an nathair as an toll 
La donn Bride, 
Ged robh tri traighean dhΩ an t-
sneachd 
Air leachd an lair. 

 
"The serpent will come from the hole 
On the brown Day of Bride, 
Though there should be three feet of 
snow 
On the flat surface of the ground." 

 
By Emma Gallagher 

  



Guest Writer: The Personal Side of Ritual _____ 

Not everything needs to be done with a full collection of finely made (and 
expensive) tools, not everything needs to be precisely timed and planned well 
in advance, and not everything needs to be full of lengthy, well-rehearsed 
ritual and take hours. I do have a standard kit with athames, wands, and the 
whole lot. But each 'working' is different. Sometimes you just have to go 
where you're taken. 
 
I don't know what prompted this. I was cleaning my room and when I came to 
move two bowls that had crystals in them (one a chunk of Amethyst and 
another of Rose quartz) I just cleaned off the dresser and grabbed my altar. 
 
My altar. I spent a while looking for a chest of drawers or some piece of 
furniture that had a nice top to serve as a surface I could use as an altar. 
Someone then put it to me that you don't really need a piece of furniture for 
it. A piece of wood would do. Then I saw a piece of my computer desk that 
was just sitting idle. It serves wonderfully. I now have a portable altar. I can 
put it on my windowsill, bed, or in this case the dresser. (Incidentally its the 
first time I have put it there. Usually I would put it on my bed and make a 
circle around the bed.) 
 
So anyway. I broke out the long lost tea lights I got ages ago and arranged 
them in the normal pattern for me: one at each corner of the altar. The 
candle holder I use at the moment is a three-armed one. Still haven't come 
across a single one that jumps out at me. So I put my primary candle in the 
centre and my incense holder in the back, behind the candle stick. The 
incense holder is loaded with jasmine, a favourite of mine. It then occurs to 
me that I need two more tea lights, one for each crystal. There isn't thought 
behind it, I'm just creating a final stage for cleaning these crystals. The four 
candles at the edge form a protective barrier and also include energy. The 
two other candles are going to be the worker candles and the primary one is 
the power source. 
 
So I light the primary one. It has a personal connection for me, so I don't need 
to think or visualize. I just do. I use the same flame to light the top left candle 
then clockwise around finishing with the two worker candles and the incense. 
It then occurs to me that I am missing water so I reach for some water that 



_____Guest Writer: The Personal Side of Ritual 

has a very personal meaning to me, but that's a story for another day. I take a 
bowl, place a crystal in it and pour the water over it to rinse the remainder of 
the salt off. Then take the crystal out and position it on one of the vacant 
candle holder slots. Rinse and repeat with the other one. I leave the bowl 
with the water in it where it is. I don't know why. It just seems to make sense. 
It did occur to me that I was possibly missing an element of earth but hey the 
altar is piece of freaking wood! 
 
I'm not really familiar with what amethyst is for, beyond it's annoying ability 
to keep people from getting drunk. When it comes to rose quartz, however, I 
am well aware of its symbolism. It's possibly why I bought it. I must point out 
that I am not intentionally doing a working nor intend to have a crystal to 
work on friendships. Subconsciously... that may well be a different story. 
 
So to me the altar, four quarter candles and the primary one is 101. It creates 
a defensive container. I can put anything I want onto the altar and it's 
protected and contained. It's like a shield, each corner point of which is a 
flame. In this case I haven't tied it to me directly, didn't feel a need to. It 
draws from the primary candle which I guess is tied to the deity I work for, 
just don't ask me who, I wouldn't want to lie to you. 
 
If you are going to do any personal working with items then for me it's 
pertinent to have a safe container to play with. It's kinda like my sandbox I 
guess.. It's just a personal thing though. I feel I can play around safely in the 
space I have created. 
 
Anyway, the crystals are now sitting above the two worker candles (below 
both vacant candle holder arms). I don't know how long I'll leave them there 
for, but I hope they don't get too warm. Crystals always seem to me to be fire 
energy, so I guess that's what I was doing, recharging them. 
 
To me this felt as natural as if I was cleaning my room. Not a lot of conscious 
intent with it, just doing it because it seemed to make sense. Which I think is 
a large part of anyone's workings. People don't usually find themselves in the 
dark, chanting, in front of an altar with all the trappings because it makes 
perfect logical sense and was thoroughly thought out to the last syllable. It's 



Guest Writer: The Personal Side of Ritual_____ 

something inside that brings them there. And that needs to be remembered. 
It's not all about doing it 'right'. It's more about just doing it. 
 
By JC  

  



_____Guest Writer: Schrºdingerõs God  

Have you ever wondered how the universe works? I certainly have. I mean, 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ άƴƻǘƘƛƴƎέ όǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƘŜǊe) and then there 

ǿŀǎ άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

scientific community) is for a big bang. Now the universe is expanding from a 

central point at equal speed and that all matter and energy originated at this 

point. Then the question arises: What is the universe expanding into? 

You may think, what does this have to do with Paganism or for that matter 

Pagan Soc?  

But ever since the first Homo sapien (Latin: wise human) learned that banging 

the rocks together in a particular way made an effective crushing tool, the 

question of creation has been around. Fundamental to this is the existence of 

a higher power (Whether, mono- or poly- theistic). Now, I doƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƻ 

know the answer to such questions but consider this thought experiment 

from quantum mechanics: 

A live cat is placed in a box with a glass vial of cyanide, a radioactive source 

and radioactive detector such that if it detects radiation it will break the glass. 

Now without looking in the box, there is no way of knowing is the cat is dead 

or alive and can be treated as a binary system. So, without the act of 

observation the cat is both killed and not killed. As no intermediate exists 

between being alive and being dead, the cat is both so the two realities 

inhabit an uneasy coexistence. (This is called SchröŘƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

of you interested). 

Now if this is thought of with regard to the existence of a deity, you realize 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ άŜȄƛǎǘǎέ until it is observed not to. That last sentence is the whole basis 

of all world religions. But people are severely compromised in what they 

perceive as the overarching divinity of a higher power as their thoughts and 

imaginations are limited to what they have observed (or experienced). The 

universe is so unimaginably large and complex that we can only experience it   
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in bite sized pieces. An example of this is a nativity crib I saw from Mexico, 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άǎƘŜǇǇŀǊŘǎέ ǿƘŜǊŜ [ƭŀƳŀ ƘŜǊŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƭȅƛƴƎ 

with his bum in the air and Mary and Joseph were wearing sombreros. Now 

this may have got a chuckle out of some Irish people but remember that this 

is the country that celebrates its feast day by painting itself green, leering at 

goose-pimpled majorettes and falling over intoxicated. Our Celtic ancestors 

(who were into animalism) were reverent to the mighty oak trees as a sign of 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƎƭƻǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  

The problem with organized and structured religions is when they start 

dealing with fundamental truths (i.e. ones that cannot by canon law be 

contradicted no matter what evidence is put up). For a long time the sun 

orbited the earth because people believed it did and anyway it was 

blasphemy to say otherwise. It was (and to a certain degree is) a foolhardy 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ άǘǊǳǘƘέΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦ 

If you believe something to be true, and especially if you base this on no 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ 5ƻŜǎ ƎƻŘ ŜȄƛǎǘΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ 

if you have faith in its existence then it has a de facto (if not necessarily de 

jura) reality. But it is a very small God, because it is present only in the 

conscious thoughts and belief of one.  

In the end, you and I may never find the answer in our mortal lives. We will 
die and either be spirits and souls or a large amount of unused carbon, 
probably dumped in the ground and left for the worms. Of course if there is 
no god(s) our span of consciousness will have ended and we will not be able 
ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΥ άAh, **** !έ 
 
By Conor Fleming 
  



_____Feature: The AGM 

It may seem early to be talking about this but next term we will be holding 

the AGM. 

What is an AGM? 

An Annual General Meeting (AGM) is an open meeting for all members at 

which the old Committee gives their reports and the new Committee is 

elected. 

Who gets to be on the new Committee? 

Any member of the society can run for a position (though it helps to be on the 

present committee, even as an OCM). You simply have to apply to the 

Retuning Officer (details will appear on the website later in the year). 

How is someone elected? 

A secret ballot is held among the attending members, those with the most 

votes are elected to the position they are running for. 

More details can be found in the constitution http://pagansoc.com/society-

information/constitution 

Interested in joining the committee or helping in other ways? Contact us at 
ucdpagan@gmail.com 
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