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Hello and welcome to another year About the Society )
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enjoying your time at UCD so far. -
: Later This year 8
And for those coming back for more P S in P m 10
punishment maybe the events the Paganl,:,:m”m egu L_”el 11
Society has planed ahead will help agan L0Tlege surviva
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Theatre A on the floor of the Science Buildinglso new goody bags (50%
less healthy than before). And on top of all that we have a brand spanking
new websitehttp://pagansoc.comincluding a forum and a gallery to upload
your PaganSoc event pictures(see page 5 for more detailspt to mention
the newHoodiesand T-Shirtsavailable ahttp://pagansoc.com/shop
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Discussion Groups and Workshops.

If you have anygjuestions or want to contact us just send us a message
at our now email addresscdpagan@gmail.com

Good luck to you all in the year ahead,

62N R

Ryan Gannon
Auditor UCD PaganSoc
auditor.ucdpagansoc@gmail.co
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Edited printed boundand written (unless otherwise stated) Byan Gannan



Feature: About the Society

pa-gan(LJn th)3
-noun
a practitioner of an Earth Religion; from the

Latin paganus, a country dweller.
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you are probably Pagan or curious as to what all
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Paganism is but first | want to talk about the Our Mascot
Society. Lord Socky Knitmister
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The Society is mostly of people with an interestamth-based spiritualities
and polytheistic belief systems.
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discuss, exchange ideas and learn more about their beliefs and the beliefs of
others without fear of interference or digonination from others*

We would provide a network for our members so they can meet other pagans
of their own age within the college (through our Workshops, Samhain and
Imbolg Parties, weekly Coffee Mornings and Discussion Groups) and allow
them to findout more about established pagan groups active in their areas of
the country*

PaganSoc is by no means limited exclusiveRagansmany of our members
are Agnostic, Atheist and even Christian. PaganSoc provides for all its
members a relaxed, fun envinment to discuss whatever is on their mind.
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to the big question most of you will have.

* Read the full Constitution and Mission Statement at http:/pagansoc.com/seicifymation/
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Are You For Real?

Probably the most common reaction on someone discovering a Pagan.
answer is yes, we are. Mostly this disbelief comes from people thinking that
gKIFIG GKS& aSS Ay /KINXSR |yR . dzF¥e
a lot more downto-earth than that (pun intended).

So What Is Paganism Then?

at I 3l y A a oeellatedn fdr differdmY'spiritual paths, typically eafth
spirituality based, outside the Abrahamic monotheistic group of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam and usually without proselytism (the practice of
attempting to convert people).

Is Paganism A Relan?

This is a yes and no question. Although some Pagan paths are recognized in
Ireland as minorityreligions (giving them all the same rights as Judaism,
Buddhism, etc.) most Pagans would not describe themselves as part as a
religion, at least not in therganizedreligion sense.

Do Pagans Worship Devils And/Or Demons?
Although many Pagans assimilate beliefs from other cultures the Devil is a
Christian concept so in general no.

Do You Practice Witchcraft/Spells?

Both Witchcraft and Spells are part of theactices of many Pagan paths.
Again it has to be said that what you see on TV and the reality can be very
different. Witchcraft and Spells are equivocal to prayer in other forms of
spirituality.

Where Can | Find Out More?

Youcan read the complete FAQ fattp://pagansoc.com/society
information/faqg/

There arealsoa number of books in UCDs library on the subject of Paganism.
Please visihttp:// pagansoc.com/resources/uctibrary-booklist for a

bookilist.

Also you camalwaysemail us aucdpagan@gmail.coror visit us at

www.pagansoc.com



http://www.pagansoc.com/

Feature: About the Society

Are There Different Kinds @ Paganism?
CKSNBE INB I ydzYoSNJ 2F RAFFSNBYyG Ay

Wiccat NP6l ofe (GKS o6Sad 1yz2e¢ tlF3Fy LI
centre-piece for supernatural teen dramas (e.g. The Craft, Charmed, and
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keeping your makeip perfect. Bpularisedby Gerald Gardner in 1954, Wicca,
a form of NeePaganism, claim® be derived from a line of tradition
stretching back from before the Christianisation of Europe.

There a many splits from the Wicca Gardner wrote about, each with
particular practices and traditions, thoughmdsg f t 2 ¢ G KS RA O |
y2yS (GKIFIYy @2dz2NJ gAff 0SS R2yS¢ o

ShamanismShamanism appears in many cultures across the world. Chiefly it
is the practice of communicating with the spwbrld through the use of
traces.
This practice was used to communicate with the ancestoa| the sick
and bring good fortune to their people.

Santeria:Originating in west Africa this tradition was carried over by slaves to
America At the time slaves were expected to convert to Christianity, in an
effort to preserve the traditions of theancestors, they fused it with
Catholicism (e.g. using the names of the saints for their gods). This is the
Santerisseen in modern America.

It has some shared aspects with Shamanism like the connection to
0KSe& QNB RS Rhiemmtitalwithivarous stagashdipestiiodd.

Taoism:Taoism is a complex Chinese philosophy that has influenced Asian
culture for two thousand years. Taoism forces on+aation, spontaneity,
humanism, and emptiness.

These are only a few of the Pagan paththenworld anda very short
description of them, the UCD Library Hasoks with further information
(checkhttp://pagansoc.com/resources/ucdlibrary-booklist/) as well as your
local library and bookshop.



Feature: The New PaganSoc Website




