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_____A Letter from the Auditor 

Hello and welcome to another year 
of PaganSoc. 
          LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
enjoying your time at UCD so far. 
And for those coming back for more 
punishment maybe the events the 
Society has planed ahead will help 
ŜŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ όŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩƳ 
only kidding, really). 
          CƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ tŀƎŀƴ{ƻŎΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ-look 
άtŀǘƘǎέ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻŦŦŜŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƴƻǿ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿŜŜƪƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ 
Theatre A on the 2nd floor of the Science Building. Also new goody bags (50% 
less healthy than before). And on top of all that we have a brand spanking 
new website http://pagansoc.com including a forum and a gallery to upload 
your PaganSoc event pictures to (see page 5 for more details) not to mention 
the new Hoodies and T-Shirts available at http://pagansoc.com/shop. 
          ¢ƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻƴŜΤ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
Discussion Groups and Workshops. 
          If you have any questions or want to contact us just send us a message 
at our now email address ucdpagan@gmail.com 
          Good luck to you all in the year ahead, 

  

Ryan Gannon 
Auditor UCD PaganSoc 
auditor.ucdpagansoc@gmail.com 

Edited, printed, bound and written (unless otherwise stated) by Ryan Gannon. 



pa·gan (ǇņϥƎᴅn) 
-noun 

a practitioner of an Earth Religion; from the 

Latin paganus, a country dweller. 

_____Feature: About the Society 

! ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ 
you are probably Pagan or curious as to what all 
ǘƘƛǎ tŀƎŀƴ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛǎΦ ²Ŝƭƭ άtŀǘƘǎέ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ 
FurǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
Paganism is but first I want to talk about the 
Society. 
 
The Society is mostly of people with an interest in earth-based spiritualities 
and poly-theistic belief systems. 
 
¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ them a safe space so they may 
discuss, exchange ideas and learn more about their beliefs and the beliefs of 
others without fear of interference or discrimination from others. *  
 
We would provide a network for our members so they can meet other pagans 
of their own age within the college (through our Workshops, Samhain and 
Imbolg Parties, weekly Coffee Mornings and Discussion Groups) and allow 
them to find out more about established pagan groups active in their areas of 
the country.*  
 
PaganSoc is by no means limited exclusively to Pagans; many of our members 
are Agnostic, Atheist and even Christian. PaganSoc provides for all its 
members a relaxed, fun environment to discuss whatever is on their mind. 
 
hƪ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ όŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǉǳƛǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜǎƘŜǊǎΩ ¢ŀōƭŜ ƻǊ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ucdpagan@gmail.com) lets get 

to the big question most of you will have. 

  
*Read the full Constitution and Mission Statement at http://pagansoc.com/society-information/ 
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Are You For Real? 
Probably the most common reaction on someone discovering a Pagan. The 
answer is yes, we are. Mostly this disbelief comes from people thinking that 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ .ǳŦŦȅ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
a lot more down-to-earth than that (pun intended). 
 
So What Is Paganism Then? 
άtŀƎŀƴƛǎƳέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƳbrella term for different spiritual paths, typically earth-
spirituality based, outside the Abrahamic monotheistic group of Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam and usually without proselytism (the practice of 
attempting to convert people). 
 
Is Paganism A Religion? 
This is a yes and no question. Although some Pagan paths are recognized in 
Ireland as minority-religions (giving them all the same rights as Judaism, 
Buddhism, etc.) most Pagans would not describe themselves as part as a 
religion, at least not in the organized-religion sense. 
 
Do Pagans Worship Devils And/Or Demons? 
Although many Pagans assimilate beliefs from other cultures the Devil is a 
Christian concept so in general no. 
 
Do You Practice Witchcraft/Spells? 
Both Witchcraft and Spells are part of the practices of many Pagan paths. 
Again it has to be said that what you see on TV and the reality can be very 
different. Witchcraft and Spells are equivocal to prayer in other forms of 
spirituality. 
 
Where Can I Find Out More? 
You can read the complete FAQ at http://pagansoc.com/society-
information/faq/  
There are also a number of books in UCDs library on the subject of Paganism. 
Please visit http:// pagansoc.com/resources/ucd-library-booklist for a 
booklist. 
Also you can always email us at ucdpagan@gmail.com or visit us at 

www.pagansoc.com 

http://www.pagansoc.com/
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Are There Different Kinds Of Paganism? 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ tŀƎŀƴƛǎƳΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿΤ 
 
Wicca: tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿ tŀƎŀƴ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ŀ 
centre-piece for supernatural teen dramas (e.g. The Craft, Charmed, and 
.ǳŦŦȅύΦ .ǳǘ ²ƛŎŎŀ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƭŀǎƘȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻǊ ǾŀƴǉǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
keeping your make-up perfect. Popularised by Gerald Gardner in 1954, Wicca, 
a form of Neo-Paganism, claims to be derived from a line of tradition 
stretching back from before the Christianisation of Europe. 
          There a many splits from the Wicca Gardner wrote about, each with 
particular practices and traditions, though most Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜ άLŦ ƛǘ ƘŀǊƳǎ 
ƴƻƴŜ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜέΦ 
 
Shamanism: Shamanism appears in many cultures across the world. Chiefly it 
is the practice of communicating with the sprit-world through the use of 
traces. 
          This practice was used to communicate with the ancestors, heal the sick 
and bring good fortune to their people. 
 
Santería: Originating in west Africa this tradition was carried over by slaves to 
America. At the time slaves were expected to convert to Christianity, in an 
effort to preserve the traditions of their ancestors, they fused it with 
Catholicism (e.g. using the names of the saints for their gods). This is the 
Santería seen in modern America. 
          It has some shared aspects with Shamanism like the connection to 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘŜŀŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ hierarchical with various stages of priesthood. 
 
Taoism: Taoism is a complex Chinese philosophy that has influenced Asian 
culture for two thousand years. Taoism forces on non-action, spontaneity, 
humanism, and emptiness. 
 
These are only a few of the Pagan paths in the world and a very short 

description of them, the UCD Library has books with further information 

(check http://pagansoc.com/resources/ucd-library-booklist/) as well as your 

local library and bookshop.  
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